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positive pressure ventilation?We read with interest the recent paper by Tsuboi et al.1
who reported that patients using noninvasive positive
pressure ventilation (NPPV) in a pure controlled mode had
significantly longer survival than those using an assisted
mode in post-tuberculosis patients. Their data are very
promising and the paper adds interesting information about
the whole process of started NPPV, however we have some
concerns about the conclusion of the authors.
First of all, patients under NPPV (specially over 65 years
old) had frequently extent preexisting medical comorbid-
ities that influence mortality, and second, is unknown if
NPPV was equal effectiveness in the two groups because
any nocturnal test was reported to asses this point, apart
from in the assisted ventilation group patients received less
inspiratory pressure and less respiratory frequency that in
the pure control group, that point could need some
comments by the authors.
We have doubts over the methods and the data showed
in the paper of Tsuboi et al. could establish a firm rela-
tionship between ventilation modes and prolong survival;
we need to include in the whole data more informationDOI of original article: 10.1016/j.rmed.2009.11.002.
0954-6111/$ - see front matter ª 2010 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved
doi:10.1016/j.rmed.2009.10.029about comorbidities (Charlson index) and nocturnal test to
asses the quality of ventilatory support.
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